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ration plan is key to preserving the Turks & Caicos Islands’ stunning reefs.
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Pilot nursery can help stony corals survive.
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)ff to a great start for coral restoration in these little blue islands we call home. The Turl
ef Fund (TCRF) has received a grant from the John Ellerman Foundation in the UK to establi

based coral nursery in an effort to create a species survival program for stony corals that
srely affected by Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease (SCTLD).
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In the summer of 2020, | stood in our (empty) office space and decided that |thi2years
we NEEDED to get corals out of the water if we were to prevent species extinction, but I’'ve

never even had a goldfish!

2yrs, 3months and 5 days later we brought in our first colonies



WHY EX-SITU RESCUE?
The World of Coral Rescue is Changing

Traditional large-scale rescue/restoration: Growing/stocking coral in-situ is getting harder...

asexual fragmentation and in-situ coral * Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease (SCTLD) & other disease/mortality disturbances

nurseries. Focus on collecting genetically « Unprecedented bleaching levels
diverse colonies but after initial collection... e The Atlantic Ocean

Monoculture.
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Video 1: Beginning




Video 1: 1Tmin 38 sec



BIO-BANK -SO MUCH MORE THAN JUST A GENE-BANK HOLD MY BRAIDS...

Ex-Situ holding of entire coral colonies represents more Even if it all fails (which | hope it doesn’t)...

than just a genetic bank. It represents the availability of

biological material for research, reproduction (asexual
& sexual) AND genetics.

The education component and exposure to marine
science is awin.

Seeingis believing. — They’re not just ‘pretty rocks’
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Video 1: 7min 30 sec
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Turks & Caicos Reef Fund

DLAB ‘Grooved Brain Coral’ leggings

a lizee@tc reef.o I"g Designed by local company T SEA |

https://www.tseai.shop/collections/women/products/reef-
fund-brain-coral-leggings




= QUESTIONS?

Video 1: 3min 55sec
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