
Recapping 

Management Capacity 

for Coral Restoration 

in the

MPAConnect Network

Dana Wusinich-Mendez and Gabriela Ochoa 

Key West, June 11, 2024



1. Brief introduction to MPAConnect

2. Latest findings on network capacity for bio-physical monitoring

3. Latest findings on network capacity for coral restoration 

4. Managers’ challenges and needs for coral restoration
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A network for learning among Caribbean marine resource managers
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Bio-physical monitoring capacity



Tier 1
22%

Tier 2
46%

Tier 3
32%

Bio-physical monitoring capacity in MPAConnect

2023, n=37 MPAs

Nearly 80% of MPAs do some 

bio-physical monitoring



What is monitored? Percentage of MPAs

Coral reef health 68%

Coral disease 68%

Coral bleaching 65%

Coral restoration 41%

Coral reef monitoring in MPAConnect

Photo: E. Doyle



Coral reef monitoring methods in MPAConnect

Most common 

method and number 

of mentions

Second most 

common method

Third most 

common method

Coral reef health AGRRA (19) GCRMN (7) Other (4)

Coral disease AGRRA (11) Roving diver/ 

prevalence (8)

GCRMN (3)

Coral bleaching AGRRA (13) Bar drop (5) GCRMN (4)

Coral restoration Survival in-situ/ex-situ 

(4)

Outplanting (4) Fragmentation (2)



Restoration capacity in MPAConnect



Restoration capacity

2023, n=37 MPAs

Tier 1
30%

Tier 2
43%

Tier 3
27%

70% of MPAs have some 

restoration activity
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Coral species being restored in MPAConnect



Approaches to coral restoration in MPAConnect

Photo: F. De Weerdt

Mentions
In-situ nursery 19
Outplanting in MPA 9
Assisted reproduction 9
Ex-situ nursery 4
Other approach (reef balls, biorock)

4
Grounding response 3
Microfragmentation 2
Herbivore co-cultivation 2



Mentions

Technical capacity 21

Funding 19

Planning 15

Staff shortages 15

Partnership building 11

Other threats to reefs 7

Training/sharing 5

Equipment 5

Communications/outreach/support 5

Monitoring 4

Permitting 3

Herbivore co-cultivation 3

Other 2

Challenges and needs in management of coral restoration

Photo: E. Doyle



Activities and achievements

2018 20242022202120202019 2023

CONANP Mexico -

Florida Keys visit -

Reef Futures

Dominica, Grenada, 

Barbados – Roatan 

coral rescue visit 

Various webinars on 

SCTLD, coral rescue, 

bleaching

Grants – TCI, BVI, 

RMP, Grenadines, 

Cayos Cochinos, Utila

P2P SCTLD 

Key West (monitoring, 

ID, communications)

P2P coral rescue 

@Reef Futures

CORDAP Key West 

roadmap planning 

Disease ID capacity

Disease monitoring and response capacity

Coral rescue plans

Bleaching 

monitoring

Coral restoration plans



gaby.ochoa@gcfi.org



Coral Reef Monitoring in MPAConnect Percentage of MPAs

MPAs doing some coral reef monitoring 78%

Proportion of those MPAs using AGRRA for coral monitoring 80%

MPAs using AGRRA in network 54%

Coral reef health monitoring in MPAConnect

Photo: E. Doyle
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