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Caribbean coral reefs are changing
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Ramicrusta spp.
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Ways to enhance herbivory

• Protection of parrotfish

• Redistribute healthy populations

• Larval rearing in the laboratory

• Collect post-larval settlers
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Diadema restoration-Fajardo

2021 2024
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No urchins

Yes urchins!



     
               

       





Main herbivores Corals
11 species (ESA species)
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Ways to enhance herbivory

• Protection of parrotfish

• Redistribute healthy populations

• Larval rearing in the laboratory

• Collect post-larval settlers



@ M. Olmeda & L. Rodriguez

Post-larval settlement

Video 1
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Life Cycle

Video 2



E. viridis larval run
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Video 3 Video 4



Crab Nursery
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Coral Reproduction

Video 5





Caribbean Reef Project



Caribbean Reef Project
Taking an ecosystem-based approach to coral reef 

restoration. We will restore 5 acres of coral reefs in La 

Parguera, Mayagüez and Fajardo. At each reef, we will 

outplant more than 21,000 coral fragments of 

different species (ESA-listed) and four species of 

herbivores, including 3 species of sea urchins and 

herbivorous crab.
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Plotted 4 out of 6 sites

Orthomosaics and baseline data at 3 sites

San Cristobal-9,849 frags, 419 Diadema, 62 Echinometra

Cayo Largo-11,460 fragments, 500 Diadema, 50 Echinometra



Thanks

Stacey Williams

Tours and visits: outreach@isercaribe.org

More info: iser@isercaribe.org

Stacey.Williams@isercaribe.org

www.isercaribe.org
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Video 6
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